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Fair Funding for TSU 

HB0823/SB0668 Advocacy Toolkit 

 

WHAT IS THE ISSUE? 

 

Tennessee State University (TSU) and the University of Tennessee (UT) are Tennessee’s two land 

grant institutions, established under the 1862 and 1890 federal land grant acts to provide federal 

funds for agricultural colleges. Under law, land grant institutions are supposed to receive matching 

federal and state funds, i.e. for each dollar of federal funding, the state is supposed to contribute one 

dollar of state appropriations. TSU has not received the full land grant match to which it is entitled. 

While some progress has been made, the impact of this unfair distribution to TSU is felt to this day.  

 

WHAT DOES HB0823/SB0668 SEEK TO ADDRESS AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT? 

 

HB0823/SB0668 is a bill in the Tennessee General Assembly sponsored by TSU Alumnus  

Representative Harold Love, Jr. in the House and by Senator Raumesh Akbari in the Senate. 

HB0823/SB0668 seeks to support equitable funding for Tennessee state land grant institutions by 

requiring the state to provide detailed reports of all land grant appropriations each year. Passing this 

bill in the Tennessee Legislature is important because it would create records of each year’s 

appropriations, and allow us to track if funds are being distributed equitably. While this bill does not 

address historical disparities in funding to TSU, it does seek to ensure accountability going forward. 

 

WHAT CAN I DO TO SUPPORT FAIR FUNDING FOR TSU? 

 

We need students, faculty, staff, alumni, partners, and other concerned citizens 

statewide to email, call, and/or visit their respective state representatives and ask 

them to support HB0823/SB0668 and fair funding for TSU in general. You can do 

so using the talking points and sample scripts provided in this toolkit. The 

hyperlinks connect you to more information. To download this Advocacy Toolkit, 

scan the QR tag to the left, or use this link: www.GraduatesRise.com/events.  

 

You will also find a link on this web page to sign up to be part of the Fair Funding for TSU 

Advocacy Working Group. The form allows you to indicate if you want to be invited to this 

group’s next meeting this summer, or you can choose to be on their email list to receive 

advocacy toolkits and other reports resulting from this group’s work. Scan the QR tag to 

the right or use this link:  https://tnstateu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_d1qa9HW2KBlfK1n 

 

HOW DO I FIND OUT WHO MY LEGISLATORS ARE? 

 

Visit capitol.tn.gov and click on “Find my Legislator.” Type in your address and it will show you who 

your State Representative and State Senator are. If you then click on the image of your legislators, 

you will be provided with information about how to communicate with them.   

http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=HB0823
http://www.tnstate.edu/
https://www.utk.edu/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morrill_Land-Grant_Acts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morrill_Land-Grant_Acts
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2017-title7/pdf/USCODE-2017-title7-chap13-subchapI.pdf
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=HB0823
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=HB0823
http://www.capitol.tn.gov/House/members/h58.html
http://www.capitol.tn.gov/Senate/members/s29.html
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=HB0823
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=HB0823
http://www.graduatesrise.com/events/2019/4/16/unfair-amp-underfunded-the-history-of-land-grant-funding-in-tn-and-its-impact-on-tsu
http://www.graduatesrise.com/events
https://tnstateu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_d1qa9HW2KBlfK1n
https://tnstateu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_d1qa9HW2KBlfK1n
https://tnstateu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_d1qa9HW2KBlfK1n
http://www.capitol.tn.gov/
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/Apps/fmlv3/districts.aspx
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SAMPLE PHONE CALL SCRIPT 

When you call your legislators’ offices, their legislative assistant will likely answer the phone. You can 

leave a message like this with them: 

 

“Hello, my name is ______________ and I am a constituent of Representative/Senator 

_____________. I am calling to ask Representative/Senator ____________ to support 

HB0823/SB0668. This bill would help to ensure equitable funding of our state land grant 

institutions, specifically Tennessee State University where I am a 

student/faculty/staff/alumni/stakeholder/concerned citizen. Will you please let me know how 

Representative/Senator ____________ plans to vote on this issue?” 

 

SAMPLE EMAIL/LETTER TEXT 

Dear Representative/Senator _______________, 

 

My name is ______________ and I am a constituent of yours. I am writing to ask you to support 

HB0823/SB0668. This bill would help to ensure equitable funding of our state land grant institutions. 

This is especially important to me because I am a student/faculty/staff/alumni/stakeholder (or a 

concerned citizen). Tennessee State University has not been receiving the full land grant funding to 

which it is entitled. As student/faculty/staff/stakeholder/citizen, I experience the impact of this unfair 

funding with  ________(insert your experiences here)_______________.  This bill is an important first 

step to ensure fairness moving forwards, and I hope you will support it. 

 

Sincerely, 

Your Name & Title 

College/School/Program/Class of 2020/other organizational information 

Your contact information (email, phone, and/or mailing address) 

 

ADDITIONAL TALKING POINTS  

1. The Morrill Act of 1890 sought to ensure racial equity in how the previous Morrill Act of 1862 

had established land grant institutions to teach practical science education.  

2. TSU was elevated to a full land grant university in 1958, and continues to serve as one of two 

land grant universities in the state and our only public Historically Black College and University.  

3. TSU supports just under 9,000 students and employs 405 full-time academic faculty, offering 

77 majors across 8 undergraduate and graduate Colleges and Schools.   

4. TSU has high enrollment from African Americans and other students of color, those who are 

first-generation college students, from low income families, and those who are older than 25.  

5. TSU is designated by the Carnegie Classification as a Doctoral Institution with high research 

activity that engages in cutting-edge research to address critical changes in our society.  

6. TSU consistently creates Excellent Tennesseans, boasting distinguished alumni including 

Coach Ed Temple, Olympic Sprint Champion Wilma Rudolph, and James Shaw, Jr. who 

disarmed a gunman during a mass shooting at Waffle House in Antioch, Tennessee.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morrill_Land-Grant_Acts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morrill_Land-Grant_Acts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land-grant_university
http://www.tnstate.edu/academic_affairs/achievement-data.aspx
http://www.tnstate.edu/academic_programs/
http://www.tnstate.edu/academic_affairs/achievement-data.aspx
http://www.tnstate.edu/research/
http://www.tnstate.edu/research/
http://www.tnstate.edu/research/documents/annual_report2018_research.pdf
http://www.tnstate.edu/alumni/distinguishedtigers.aspx

